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Home Grown

Orange County serves as the setting for bestselling author Alyson Noél and her
popular works of fiction. | 8y Al Gemer | Photagraply by Duncan Strusrt |
Chancos are, we're going 10 start hearing a lot more about Alyson Nodi. The Laguna
Nguel resident is not only & successiul author (sho has several New York Times
bestselers), but ehe's also a b of a Hollywood darlng, penning deals for her young
aduit novels~the Immortals and Riey Bloom seres~with Summa Entertanment (you
know, the company behind the blockbuster Tinlight films). Her checkeit novel, Fy Me
to the Moon, was optioned by Rdiey Scott's production company and now has famed
drector Sharon Maguire (Bridget Jones's Diary) attached to the project. And that's
not to mention her lateat publishng deal: a multimiion-gollar contract for a now ook
senes, Soul Seakera, debuting n 2012

Although she spends a far amount of time with her head n the ciouds (dreaming
up her next hit, no doubt), No@l and her stones remain fumly rooted n Orange County
Heore tho admdted vampre-phie shares her vorte area haunts

RNIERA

Yow wrise a lot abous teens and young adules. How
are you xtill a kid ws beare? Deypite the mumber of
birthdays piling

like an aduke. | slways feel moee like a kid who

sp bediind me, | never really feed

samehow ended up with a hushand, a momgage

and credit cards

Fowgrew up in Yorba Linda. What's yowr fuvorise
ohildbood memeory? Riding hoeses with my fiends
after sk

dump

in the lakebe

ol was the best. We would race home,

our books, hog our borses and meer

d where we'd have great adventures
wntll che sun went down and it was time 10 head
home. Those were muly pood times!

Several of your books take place in Orange
Cownry. Why bs it swch a great backdrep for your
wowvls? Aside from being a geeat place 1o live, |

love the dichotomy of coanal Orange Coamty,

I love how. on the surface. it appears 1o be this
perfect, pristine place of srunning beaches and
...nllbmcl-(.. iul

g real lives, faclog real

upacale shopping - bu

howoes are real people

suvggles. Those suru s are what lnterest me.

That's wheee the o
Whe would you love ro see play your lead
character, ”‘ik_v Lawe, in the mevie vervien
of Tly Me 1o the Moon? |

I'm really

hate 10 admic in, bt
bad ar this gamse. | see the charactens
80 cleadly in my bead

makes it imp
real people. But, with Sharon Maguire directing,

while Uns writing ohat it
suble for ne 10 replace them with

I've o doubt she
she did with Bridget Jomes's Disry

" surpeine te in 4 good way—1

loved what

Faverite O.C, restuuramts? Vitse i San Cletnente;
Stome Hill Tavern at The St

Stadi
resors; Leakays Wisa Suabi ar the Irvine Speconn
The Oviginal Panc
Marché Moderne,

whiich are all at South Co

Regis Moaarch
Beach st the Montage Laguna Beach
ake House in Yorba Linds; and
AnQ)l and Charlie Palmer,

anst Plaza,

Cofffew, tea or cockinils—and where do you like io
goeie? A ghiss of Champugre a the Mostage seson

lobby bar at sunset is a favorite way to celebwae

Favorvite place to shop in Orange County!
South Coast Plaz t has everything!
Guilley pleassere? W anchiog, Sufly the Viowpire Syer

revuns while eating Golden Spoca frozen yoguit

Coolest thing that ever bappencd te you s 4
¢ Judy Blume In person and
well I‘rr that her books in

be 2 writer, She's by

writer? Neetir
gening ro mpired me 10
e 20 kol of mine doce I was
a hid, and she was just as kind, gracious and wann

a5 | hoped she would be. @



